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Not seeking mediation on
border dispute: Nepal FM

Kathmandus focus is on establishing claim on trijunction: new ‘political reality” in Nepal under PM
Shah not in favour of tying relations with India to ‘'old baggage! says visiting Foreign Minister Khanal

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

athmandu is fo-
Kcused on esta
blishing Nepal's

claim on the Kalapani-Li
pulekh-Limpiyadhura tri-
junction and is not “asking
for mediation” by third
parties, Nepal's Foreign Mi-
nister Shisir Khanal said
here on Sunday.

At a press conference at
the Embassy of Nepal, Mr.
Khanal said he represent-
ed a "completely new polit-
ical reality in Nepal" that
was determined to deliver
“uncompromising  good
governance”. The new go-
vernment of Prime Minis-
ter Balendra Shah was not
in favour of tying Nepal-In-
dia relations down to “old
baggage"”, he added.

“We want to solve our
disputes through diplo-

matic processes. We just
want to see if we can access
some of the documents
that might be in libraries or
museums in the UK. Our
position was not that we
were asking for media-
tion,” Mr. Khanal said,
elaborating on Mr. Shah's
remarks that Nepal was in
contact with China and the

Field trip: Nepal's Foreagn Minsster Shisir Khanal visits the Embassy
of Nepal in New Delhvi on Sunday. An

U.K on the Kalapani-Lipu-
lekh-Limpiyadhura dispute
with India.

Shah’s statement

“The problems that existed
when British India left the
region still persist, so we
believe Britain also has a
role to play in this matter,”
Mr. Shah had said in Ne-

pal's Parliament, stirring
debates.

India’s Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs had issued a re-
buttal, reiterating that In-
dia and Nepal had
established a bilateral me-
chanism for discussing the
dispute, and there was no
scope for third-party
intervention.

As a new-generation
political entity, the Rastri-
va Swatantra Party refuses
to “look at India through
the distorted, hypersensi-
tive lens of 20th century
geopolitics”, Mr. Khanal
said. “Instead, the RSP
wants to shift the entire vo-
cabulary of Nepal-India re-
lations away from geopolit-
ical friction and square it
firmly on development di-
plomacy,” he added.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12



Protest will continue until
Pradhan quits: CJP founder

Snehal Mutha
MUMBAL

A day after organising a de-
monstration in New Delhi
demanding the resignation
of Union Education Minis-
ter Dharmendra Pradhan,
the founder of the online
movement Cockroach Jan-
ta Party (CJP), Abhijeet
Dipke, on Sunday said the
protest would continue.
Hundreds of people, in-
cluding students, had gath-
ered at the Jantar Mantar
on Saturday demanding
the resignation of the Mi-
nister over the alleged ir-
regularities in CBSE exami-
nations, entrance tests for
higher education, and re-
Ccruitment examinations.
Climate activist Sonam
Wangchuk and CPI(ML)
Liberation general secre-
tary Dipankar Bhatta-
charya also came in sup-
port of the CJP's demands.
Addressing  pressper-
sons at his hometown in
Chhatrapati Sambhajina-
gar district in Maharashtra
on Sunday, Mr. Dipke said,

The voungsters of the

country are not scared
of the govermiment. We will
continue to iight for him [Union
Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan] to resign. Someone
must be held accountable

ABHIJEET DIPKE
QP founder

.’”

"What to do with this go-
vernment? No employ-
ment, NO Proper exams.
The youngsters of the
country are not scared of
the government. We will
continue to fght until he
[Mr. Pradhan| resigns. So-

meone must be held
accountable.”
He said the protest was

a success, saying that
around 7,000 people took
part in it, and dismissed
claims that people were
paid to take part in the de-
monstration. “l came to
the venue direct from the
airport |after arriving from
the U.S.]. How could 1 have
paid them? The BJP is also

running a fake campaign
that not many people
turned up at the venue.”

“1 informed my friends
that [ am going to India and
very much mentally pre-
pared to go to jail also. So-
meone must raise the
voice. In our country, the
politics has been limited to
elections. Once elections
are done, [people] forget
about it for the next five
years,” Mr. Dipke said.

On the future course of
action, Mr. Dipke said, “We
will discuss with the mem-
bers of the community,
take their suggestions, and
accordingly decide on our
next move.”



From borderland to India’s strategic resource frontier

ithin days of one another, official
w platiorms ofthe Ministry of Mines cast

several northeastern States in a similar
frame - as repositories of strategic minerals and
untapped potential. Manipur was described asa
“quiet mineral frontier”, Arunachal Pradesh as a
“resource-rich frontier”, while Meghalaya and
Mizoram were portrayed through comparable
narratives that emphasised the hidden wealth
beneath their hills. Governments routinely
publicise natural resources and development
opportunities, and such descriptions would
ordinarily attract litle attention.

Taken together, however, they paint to a
broader shift in the language through which the
northeast is increasingly being framed in the
national conversation and strategic picture.

The critical mineral push
The timing is significant because critical minerals
have moved from geological discussions into
strategic ones. Lithium, cobalt, graphite, nickel
and rare earth elements increasingly shape
industrial competition, technological
manufacturing and energy transitions. Batteries,
semiconductors, renewable technologies and
defence systems depend upon them, and
countries have begun repositioning themselves
around access to these resources. India itself
continues to depend on imports for several
critical minerals and has consequently expanded
exploration efforts. According to a Ministry of
Mines reply in Parliament, the Geological Survey
of India undertook 43 critical mineral exploration
projects across northeastern States during the
2022.23, 2023-24 and 2024-25 field seasons,
covering minerals such as graphite, vanadium,
lithium, rare earth elements, nickel and cobalt.
Exploration activity has expanded across
Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Assam, Nagaland
and Manipur. In Manipur, projects involving
nickel, cobalt and chromium exploration have
recently been initiated.

Geaological surveys have pointed toward
mineral potential across the region for years.

[ .
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Critical mineral
ambitions must
account for the
people. land and
history of
northeast India

What appears to be changing is the language
through which that significance is increasingly
being understood. The northeast has long held
strategic significance that extends beyond
geology, but the framework through which that
significance is understood now appears to be
widening.

Shift in language

For decades, the northeast has figured in national
strategy largely through the language of borders
and security. Discussions have centred on
insurgencies, territorial management,
connectivity initiatives and geopolitics
considerations involving neighbouring countries,
while infrastructure and development were often
justified as instruments of strategic access and
territorial security.

The language of resources is increasingly
entering a strategic space once dominated by
concerns over borders and security. Critical
corridors and peopolitical access, with territorial
and resource security converging. Places once
viewed mainly as sensitive border regions are
increasingly seen as strategic assets.

The repeated use of the word frontier is
revealing, because frontiers rarely function as
neutral descriptions. They do not merely
describe geography; they often reflect how States
imagine it. Historically, frontiers have been
viewed as spaces awaiting integration,
development or extraction because they appear
as landscapes of future possibility.

The difficulty is that frontiers are rarely empty
spaces waiting to be discovered. The hills and
valleys of the northeast already contain dense
social and political worlds structured around
customary land systems, local institutions and
long-standing relationships with territory.
Questions of land often extend beyond
economics, as they are also tied to authority,
identity and memory. Resource extraction thus
enters landscapes that already possess
institutions and histories of their own.

These questions become particularly
significant in regions where political uncertainties
continue to shape everyday life. In Manipur, years
of violence and displacement have intensified
debates over land and territorial arrangements.
Similar concerns about ownership, ecological
surfaced across the northeast at different tmes.
Projects involving land often acquire meanings
that extend beyond development, as
communities interpret them through the lens of
trust, representation and political inclusion.

Resources and inclusion

India's search for critical resources is
understandable within a global environment
increasingly shaped by supply-chain uncertainty
and strategic competition. The northeast itself
also requires infrastructure, employment and
economic opportunities that have remained
uneven for decades. Questions surrounding
resource development rarely fit neatly into
positions of support or oppasition.

How quickly these transitions unfold and who
shapes them may matter as much as the
resources themselves. For a very long time,
national priorities and local realities in the
northeast often moved at different speeds.
Connectivity projects sometimes arrived without
corresponding economic ecosystems, while
strategic considerations frequently overshad owed
quéstions surrounding participation and
representation. Resource development risks
reproducing similar tensions if extraction begins
moving faster than institutions capable of
managing its social consequences.

What is being debated extends beyond the
minerals beneath the hills. The northeast has
spent years being viewed first as a border to be
secured and then as a corridor to be connected. If
it now begins entering national imagination as a
landscape of strategic resources, the question is
whether this new frontier will finally include the
people who already inhabit it, or merely assign
another purpose to the land beneath their feet.



The Ordinance question before the SC

The Collegium’s acceptance of an Ordinance that creates four additional judges’
appearance of detachment from the executive;

LETTER & SPHRIT

n February 1937, the President of

the United States of America,

Franklin D. Roosevelt, asked

Congress to enlarge the nine-judge
Supreme Court. He sought a new justice
for each one past 70 who refused to
retire, up to 15 in all. The Senate Judiciary
Committee saw through it. It preferred
“an independent Court, a fearbess Court,”
to one that bent “out of fear or sense of
obligation to the appointing power.” The
Senate refused, with 70 members voting
against and 20 in favour, and the plan was
dead.

In Dethi lust week, five judges took the
vath; three occupy chairs, that no statute
has created. They sit because the
President, by Ordinance, lifted the
sanctioned strength from 34 to 38,

Ordiinance-made seats

The five are fit for pffice: four sat as Chief
Justices of High Courts, the fifth came
from the bar. Their elevation is not the
grievance; the manmer of it is. The
Ordinance was promulgated on May 16,
when the Court sat at 32 against a
sanctioned 34. Two lawful vacancies
existed; two of Tuesday’s appointments
fillex them. The ather three rest on the
Ordinance alone,

Acrticle 124(1) beaves the number of
judges to what Parliament may prescribe.
An Article 123 Ordinance carries, for its
life, the force of an Act. Independence of
the judiciary is a basic feature of the
Constitution, It is also about whether the
court holds its seats free of obligation 10
the political branch. A court that owes
three chairs to a sbeweek renewable
Ordinance holds them at the executive’s
sufferance.

A test of principle

In 2015, a Constitution Bench decided
Supreme Court Advocates-on-Record
Association vs Union of India. It struck
down the 99th Amendment and the
National Judicial Appointments
Commission. Parliament had passed it
367 to nil in the Lok Sabha, with the
States ratifying. The commission was to
have six members: the Chief Justice, the
two senior-most judges after him, the
Union Law Minister, and two eminent
persons. The eminent persons were to be
chosen by a panel of the Prime Minister,
the Chief Justice, and the Leader of the
Opposition. That composition was meant
to keep the choice neutral. Yet the Act
provided that any two members could
veto a name. The court feared that the
Law Minister and even one eminent
person could thus block a candidate the
judges favoured. It held that this
destroyed the judiciary's primacy in its
OWT appointments.

Yet the Supreme Court Collegium has
accepted an Ordinance that seats three of
its own, despite the uncertainty over its
fate. Under Article 123, the President may
withdraw an Ordinance st any time. Both
Houises may disapprove it by resolution.
Otherwise, it ceases to operate six weeks
after Parliament reassembles.

The court itself taught the country to
distrust the Ordinance. In D.C. Wadnaa s
State of Bihar (1986), it called governance
by repromulgated ordinance a fraud on
the Constitution. In Krishna Kumar Singh
vs State of Bihar (2017), a sevenjudge
Bench ruled against using
ordinance-making power as a parallel
source of legislation.

1f the Bill replaces the Ordinance, the

CJi Surya Kant administers the oath of office to Justiee V. Mohana as a jisdge of the Suprerme Court, in
New Dethi on June 2. She is anly the second woman to be elevated directly from the Bar to the court Fni

anomaly doses. If not, the apex court’s
strength reverts to 34, and the executive
cannot bridge the gap by repromulgation,
the fraud Wadhwa condemned. Whether
a judge appointed to an
Ordinance-created post can be removed
once that post lapses is untested. Their
judgments hold under the de facto
doctrine, afirmed in Gokaraju Rangaraju
vs State of Andhra Pradesh (1981). The
subtler harm is to appearance: in any
matter touching the Union, the
government whose majority must
regularise their seats may appear before
them. A judge whose tenure lies, even
loosely, in one party’s gift cannot wear
the detachment the office demands.

The calculated risk

The court sits at 37; the 38th and last
sanctioned post is empty, the calendar
sugpgests why. Justice Pankaj Mithal retires
on June 16 and Justice LK. Maheshwari on

Jumne 28. Their retirements reopen two

Iawful seats, into which two of the three
Ordinance judges move. A judge in the
38th post would be the junior-most. Its
occupant would reach a lawful seat only
at Justice Satish Chandra Sharma's
retirement on November 29, months after
the Ordinance expires. Leaving it empty
spares the court a judge stranded that
long.

That leaves Justice V. Mohana, alone of
the five from the bar and so junior-most,

on an Ordinance post. She can reach a
lawful seat only when Justice Sanjay Karol
retires on August 22, Here, the Collegium
seems to have taken a calculated risk.
Justice Karol's retirement all but coincides
with the Ordinance’s likely lapse, six
weeks into the monsoon session. The
replacing law should thus arrive first, and
even a short delay is caught by his
vacancy, which absorbs her. Her position
turns precarious only if the Ordinance is
rejected or lapses before August 22, Then
the strength reverts to 34, the court still
sits at 35, and she holds a post that the
law no longer recognises. That a judge of
the highest court should depend on
which reading prevails, and on when
Parliament meets, is the disquiet.

Larger question

The wager will likely be won; the
government has the numbers, and the
Opposition will not unsettle freshly swom
judges. But that is not the point. The
court has staked its independence and its
judges' security of tenure on the goodwill
of the executive and Parliament.

The U.S. Senate’s warning of 1937 was
against a court bound by obligation to the
appointing power. The graver danger is a
court that no longer notices the
obligation. Independence of the judiciary
is not only the right to say no to the
executive. It is the instinct to want to.

(V. Vemkatesan is Contributing Editor at
Supreme Court Observer. Views expressed
are personal)

POsts raises questions about judicial independence, security of tenure and the
court has taken a calculated risk by staking its independence on the goodwill of the government and Parfiament

THE GIST

Five judges were swom in to
the Supreme Court afier the
sanctioned strength was raised
from 34 to 38 thraugh a
Presidential Ordinance; while
a0 appointrments fillad
exsting vacances, thiee were
made o newly created posts

-

The Sugreme Court has
previously held in £asis such
&5 D.C. Wadhwa vs Siote of
Bibar and Krishno Kumas
Singh vs State of Bihor that
ordinance-making power
cannot become a parallel
source of legislation and that
repeated promuligation of
ordinances is unconsttutonal.

-

if Parliament does not replace
the Qrdinance with a law, the
ourt’s sanctioned strength
would revert to 34, raising
unfesalved questions about
the status of judges apponted
to Ordinance-created posts
and the legal implicatons of
such appointments.



Russian oil imports, prices
jump; U.S. share goes down

While Russias share in India’s oil imports stood at 34% in terms of volume in April 2026, India’s
dependence on oil from the US. fell to 8-month low; accounting for just 3.8% in terms of volume

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

NEW DELHI India's increasing dependence on Russian oil has been
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This increasing depen-
dence was accompanied
by a 425% jump in the pre-
mium being charged by
Russia for its oil, in con-
trast to the discount it had
been  offering  until
recently.

Russia’s share in India’s
crude imports in April
stood at about 34% in
terms of the volume. At the
same time, India's depen-
dence on oil from the U.S.
fell to multi-month lows in
terms of both value and
volume.

0il imports back up

An analysis of data from
the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry shows that
India’s total oil imports
bounced back to 195.3 lakh
tonnes in April after having
dipped in March to 158.5
lakh tonnes following the
start of the West Asian
Crisis.
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Howewver, while this
worked out to a 23% in-
crease over March in terms
of volume, the surging
price of oil meant that In-
dia’s total oil import bill
jumped 61.3% to $15.4 bil-
lion in April, as compared
to its level in the previous
month.

Within this, the volume
of India’s oil imports from
Russia stood at nearly 67
lakh tonnes in April, up
27% from March and mak-
ing up 34.3% of the total
amount of oil India import-
ed during the month.

The rise in prices had a

January 2025

significant impact on the
amount India paid for this
oil.

The Hindu had reported
last month that the dis-
count Russia used to offer
India for its oil had turned
into a premium in March.

Higher premium
The data now shows that
India paid an even higher
premium for Russian oil in
April than it did in March.
The total value of India's
Russian oil imports stood
at $5.8 billion in April
2026, which was 37.7% of
India’s total oil import bill

source Measly
of Commage and

Value of India's
Russian oil
imports stood at

$5.8bn

In Apedl, which
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TP import bill

that month.

In April, India paid Rus-
sia $864.9 per tonne for its
oil, while it paid $787.1 per
tonne overall for its oil im-
ports from all countries.
This works out to a premi-
um of $77.8 per tonne as
compared to a premium of
$14.8 per tonne paid to
Russia in March 2026, a
425% increase.

On the other hand, the
U.S. accounted for just
2.9% of India’s oil bill in
April, an eight-month low.
In terms of volume, it ac
counted for 3.8%, also an
eight-month low.



Hundreds gather at CJP protest
seeking Pradhan’s resignation

]

Screen to street: CIP founder Abhijeet Diphoe and Ladakh activist Sonam Wangchuk with supporters of
the outfit during the protest at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi on Saturday. SHASH SHEKHAR KASHYAP

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

The hrst in-person protest
of the online movement
Cockroach Janta Party
(JP), demanding the resig-
nation of Union Education
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan, attracted a crowd
of over 1,500 people at Jan-
tar Mantar here on Satur-
day.

Ladakh activist Sonam
Wangchuk joined the de-
monstration led by CJP
founder Abhijeet Dipke,
where protesters raised
slogans against the Union
government and sought ac-
countability, amid the can-
cellation of the National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance
Test-Undergraduate
(NEET-UG) and the issues
with the Central Board of
Secondary Education

(CBSE) Class 12 board ex-
aminations.

Hundreds gathered in
the first hour of the protest
and many were seen wear-
ing cockroach masks,
which were being distri-
buted at the venue. The
crowd comprised a large
number of youngsters.

Six detained

While no untoward inci
dents were reported, some
counter-protesters raised
slogans near the protest
site and the Delhi Police
detained six people to pre-
vent a possible confronta-
tion. The detentions were
made as a precautionary
measure to maintain law
and order after receiving
inputs about the possibility
of tensions between sup-
porters and opposers of
the movement, the police

said. Earlier, Mr. Dipke,
who landed in New Delhi
after a day-long journey
from Boston in the US.,
told presspersons gathered
at the airport that “the
Education Minister has to
resign”. "Five students
have committed suicide,”
he added. At the Jantar
Mantar, he led chants seek-
ing Mr. Pradhan’s
resignation.

“We are not here to
protest but to appeal that
government should be ac-
countable,” Mr. Wangchuk,
who spent nearly six
months incarcerated un-
der the National Security
Act till March, said after
joining the protest.

CONTINUED ON
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Scientists rule out worst-case
climate scenario, with caution

The doomsday dimate scenario is now unrealistic due to slower emissions growth: however, the dedine is still not nearly
enough to limit global warming to the most optimistic scenario

Neelima Vallangi

limate scientists

have released a

new set of global

emission scena-
rios that will serve as the
basis for climate research
over the coming years.
And here, the worst-case
scenario that put the world
on track to experience
warming well above 4° Cby
the end of the century has
finally been retired.

Called RCPS.5, the high-
emission scenario  was
deemed implausible in the
latest revision thanks to
the rapid adoption of re-
newable energy and coun-
tries implementing climate

Scientists say climate ac-
tion eliminating the
‘doomsday scenario’ is en-
couraging because that
means the extreme conse-
quences associated with 4°
to 5 C of warming can now
be avoided.

However, they wamed,
the planet is still on track
to experience drastic cli-
mate change under cur-
rent policies.

After months of experi-
ments and collaboration
across dozens of research
centres worldwide, a team
of earth system modelling
experts published seven
new emissions scenarios in
April. In this set, the new
highest emission scenario
projects an overall warm-
ing of around 3.5° C by
2100.

RCP&.5 is out “mainly
because of the rapid transi-
tion to renewable energy
in several countries
around the globe, particu-
larly China, which is num-
ber one in terms of carbon

Not business as usual

The new highest emission scenario projects an averall warming of around 3.57C by 2100

& Scientists have

retired the extreme surface temperature
RCPA&.S climate rise below 1.5° C also
scenario because appears impossible
global warming without a significamt
abowve 4° C now period of temparary
seems implausible avershoot

= The revision » Even a moderate

comes thanks to
countries adopting

renewable sources sovare risks for

af energy and extreme weather and
implementing ghobal food security
clirmate policies e P———

= Even so, current
ghobial polices
place the warld
an a ‘medium
pathway' towards
roughly 28" C of
warming by 2100

emissions today,” Govin-
daswamy Bala, professor
at the Center for Atmos-
pheric and Oceanic Scienc-
es, Indian Institute of
Science, who was also part
of the latest scenario deve-
lopment, said. “Emissions
have peaked and are de-
clining in the U.S. and Eu-
rope, and are plateauing in
China"

At the same time, there
remains no plausible path
to keep warming below 1.5°
C without significant over-
shoot under the current
emissions trajectory. Over-
shoot means temporarily
exceeding the 1.5° C of
warming threshold before
returning to the limit by
200.

“While that original
high emissions path has
become irrelevant, getting
to the low emission levels
consistent with preventing
dangerous climate change
has also become much

» Keeping global

glabal warming level
of 2* C still poses

integrates updated
data to refine
climate madels
while accounting
for remaining
uncertainties about
planetary sensitivity

‘Emissions have

Making a difference: peaked
and are declining in the U5 and Ewrope, and are
plateauing in China’ AABI SHASHA

more difficult to achieve,”
Detlef van Vuuren, a cli-
mate scientist at the PBL
Netherlands Environmen-
tal Assessment Agency
who has led emissions sce-
nario development for ma-
ny years, said.

In 2011, when RCP8.5
emerged as one of the four
‘Representative  Concen-
tration Pathways' scientists
introduced, its drastic
prognoses for the world
took on a life of their own.
For scenario developers, it
denoted the world in
which governments enact-
ed no climate policy; but
many climate modellers
used RCP&.S as the “busi-
ness as usual”™ scenario.
However, scientists had in-
tended it only as an edge
case: to model earth sys-
tems under unabated fossil
fuel expansion and high
population growth.

In 2016, scientists up-
graded the RCPs to SSPs, or

‘Shared  Socioeconomic
Pathways’, which integrat-
ed factors such as econom-
ic growth and population
expansion alongside
greenhouse gas concentra-
tions. RCP8.5 then became
SSP5-8.5, with a projected
warming of 4.4° C by 2100.

Many scientists said the
new revision demonstrates
the usual process of doing
climate research: by con-
stantly integrating new in-
formation and eliminating
unrealistic scenarios.

That said, the world has
not averted the worst of cli-
mate change. A recent stu-
dy in Nature reported that
even moderate global
warming of 2° C will in-
crease the risk of extreme
outcomes such as droughts
in key breadbasket re-
gions, extreme rainfall ov-
er highly populated areas,
and fire weather extremes
across forests, The world is
close to the medium path-

way in the new CMIP7 sce-
narios: facing an expected
warming of up to 2.8° C by
2100.

“The new scenarios can
shed light on what to ex-
pect but do not radically
change the fact that India is
highly exposed to extreme
events, in all scenarios, be-
cause they take us into
dangerous 2* C and
beyond-2°-C territory,”
Chandni Singh, climate
adaptation researcher at
the Indian Institute for Hu-
man Settlements and an
IPCC Lead Author, said.

RCP8.5S assumed that
the concentration of car-
bon dioxide in the at-
mosphere would triple (to
850-900 ppm) due to in-
creasing coal use and that
the world's population
would swell beyond 10 bil-
lion. Both these possibili-
ties have since become
unrealistic.

That said, “if the climate
turns out to be much more
sensitive [to CO; concen-
tration], then we could end
up with warming levels as-
sociated with RCP8.5,” Dr.
van Vuuren said. "Second-
Iy, it is still possible to hit
those warming levels if we
are on the high emission
pathway, but around the
year 21507

There is already some
evidence that we may have
underestimated  climate
sensitivity, as scientists
have been baffled by accel-
erating global warming in
the last three years. They
hope to resolve this uncer-
tainty as climate models
simulate earth systems in
these new scenarios with
new data.

Neelima Vallangi is an inde-
pendent climate jowrnalist



